
Building a Conservation Plan for 
Southern Resident Killer Whales

NOAA Fisheries
Northwest Region

7600 Sand Point Way NE
Seattle, WA 98115



Southern Resident Status

• Designated as depleted under MMPA
– Conservation Plan

• Proposed threatened listing under ESA
– Recovery Plan if listed

NMFS will continue to work on a Conservation 
Plan keeping in mind both processes



Conservation Plan 
vs

Recovery Plan

• Conservation Plans modeled on Recovery 
Plans required under the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA). (MMPA Sec 115(b)(2))

• Similar goals and content



The ESA Model – both plans must 
include:

• Objective measurable criteria, which when met, 
would result in 
– the determination that the species be removed from the 

list (ESA)
– conservation and restoration of the stock to its OSP 

(MMPA);

• A description of site specific management actions 
necessary for recovery; and 

• Estimates of time and cost to carry out the 
recommended recovery measures.



Preliminary Draft
• Conservation Plan

• Preliminary Draft- need input on
– Ongoing programs to include in plan
– Time and cost estimates
– Conservation Criteria

• Additional opportunities for review
– Draft Plan published in Federal Register
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I. Background

• Taxonomy
• Species Description
• Distribution
• Classification of killer whales in Northeastern 

Pacific
• Natural History
• Population Status
• Legal Status
• Risk Factors/Threats to Southern Residents



II. Conservation Strategy

Outline
1. Monitor status of population
2. Risk factors/Threats
3. Additional potential threats
4. Research
5. Outreach and Education
6. Strandings
7. Coordination



Resources
NOAA Marine Mammal Recovery Plans 

www.nmfs.noaa.gov/prot_res/PR3/recovery.html

US Fish and Wildlife Service Recovery Plans

endangered.fws.gov/recovery/index.html

Backgorund information at
http://http://www.nwr.noaa.govwww.nwr.noaa.gov


